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Brenda Wolsey in Albania 
Corinne Wong in Gambia 
Marta Young in Peru 

Their work to empower people and commu-
nities in developing countries is a crucial con-
tribution to creating a safe and prosperous 
world, building bridges between America and 
the world, and establishing a better future for 
people everywhere. 
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IN HONOR AND REMEMBRANCE OF 
JOHN RAITT 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor and remembrance of John Raitt, be-
loved father, husband, and internationally 
known stage and cinema artist, whose incred-
ible baritone voice, passion for life and hand-
some presence transformed the darkened 
stage into a place that sparked with enchant-
ment, energy and possibility. 

Growing up in southern California, Mr. 
Raitt’s deep, harmonious melodies captivated 
audiences in local venues, from church halls 
to community clubs, His rising star took flight 
in 1940, marking his professional debut as a 
chorus singer in ‘‘HMS Pinafore’’ with the Los 
Angeles Civic Light Opera. Although he had 
little operatic training, his voice was as inspir-
ing and powerful as an operatic master. Even 
his auditions were riveting, as he rendered 
musical geniuses such as Richard Rodgers 
and Oscar Hammerstein speechless and in-
spired. 

From premier roles in award-winning theat-
rical productions such as ‘‘Oklahoma!,’’ ‘‘Car-
ousel,’’ and ‘‘Magdalena,’’ to significant roles 
in major films such as ‘‘The Pajama Game,’’ 
Mr. Raitt won the hearts of theater goers and 
critics alike. His love of music and his dedica-
tion to his audience never faded, nor did his 
personal and professional convictions. Mr. 
Raitt was a man of unwavering strength, kind-
ness and integrity, and he offered everyone 
and every audience the same enthusiasm, en-
ergy and respect—whether playing in a small 
church hall or performing on a Broadway 
stage. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and remembrance of John Raitt, 
whose gift of song and kind heart is a legacy 
that will rise forever in the hearts of his family 
and friends, and within the hearts of every 
person who heard him sing. I offer my deepest 
condolences to his wife Rosemary; to his 
daughter Bonnie; to his sons, Steven and 
David; and to his many extended family mem-
bers and friends. The gracious and joyous life 
of John Raitt will forever light our American 
musical landscape, and his invaluable gifts, re-
flected through song, stage and family, will be 
coveted for all time. 

TRIBUTE TO DERBY, CONNECTI-
CUT’S CUB SCOUT PACK 3 AS 
THEY CELEBRATE THEIR 75TH 
ANNIVERSARY 

HON. ROSA L. DeLAURO 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today to join the many 
alumni, families, and community members 
who have gathered today to celebrate the 75th 
anniversary of Derby, Connecticut’s Cub Scout 
Pack 3. This is a tremendous milestone for 
this outstanding organization and I am hon-
ored to have this opportunity to recognize the 
many invaluable contributions they have made 
to our community. 

The legacy of Derby’s Pack 3 begins with 
three Senior Patrol Leaders of Boy Scout 
Troop 3, who took on the challenge of creating 
a program for younger boys interested in 
Scouting. Because the Boy Scouts of America 
did not offer such a venue at the time, Manuel 
Pearson, Francis Barron, and Edmund Strang 
initially based their program on the English 
Cubbing program. Three years later, the Boy 
Scouts of America announced their intentions 
to adopt a new cubbing program and Pack 3 
was officially registered as one of the coun-
try’s first Cub groups. In fact, Cub Pack 3 has 
been recognized by the Boy Scouts of Amer-
ica as the Nation’s third oldest continuously 
running pack. 

With participants ranging in age from eight 
to ten years old, the Cub Scouts program in-
stills an invaluable life lesson in these young-
sters—the value in serving their commu-
nities—a lesson that they will certainly carry 
with them through their adult and professional 
lives. From food drives and fundraisers to fire 
safety training and community activities, they 
have a direct and positive impact on the lives 
of others and their community. 

It is not just the variety of programs and 
services these youngsters participate in 
throughout our community that makes Pack 3 
so special. It is the scouting tradition that ex-
ists within the Pack itself. Generations of fami-
lies have begun their scouting experience in 
Pack 3, with many alumni continuing to stay 
active in the Pack as adults by becoming com-
mittee members, webelos leaders, den lead-
ers, and cubmasters. Just as an example, the 
eleven Pack 3 officers have an average thirty- 
three and a half years of service in cubbing. 
The dedication they have to this organization 
is a testament to the impact of their own Cub 
Scout experience. 

The strength and longevity of Pack 3 would 
not be possible without the incredible leader-
ship they have had throughout the course of 
their history. Founder Ed Strang was only a 
junior in high school when he first took on the 
cubbing program as a Senior Patrol Leader. 
As soon as he was able, Ed became the 
cubmaster—a position which he held for the 
better part of sixty-four years. When he was 
no longer able, Ed turned the reins over to 
current cubmaster Dan Cyrul who was himself 
an Eagle Scout with Troop 3. Though Ed is no 

longer with us, his commitment, generosity, 
and compassionate spirit will always be re-
flected in the good work of Pack 3. 

Today, as they celebrate their 75th anniver-
sary, alumni and community members will re-
flect on what Cub Scout Pack 3 has brought 
to this community and their own lives. Touch-
ing the lives of thousands, Pack 3 has left an 
indelible mark on the City of Derby and I have 
no doubt that this strong tradition will continue 
for generations to come. It is with great pride 
that I rise today to extend my sincere con-
gratulations to Derby’s Cub Scout Pack 3 on 
their 75th anniversary and to extend my very 
best wishes for many more years of success-
ful service to the community. 
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IN HONOR OF THE VIETNAMESE 
NEW YEAR: TET, 2005—YEAR OF 
THE ROOSTER 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, March 2, 2005 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of the Vietnamese New Year: Tet, 
2005—Year of the Rooster. To celebrate the 
hope and promise of the New Year, the mem-
bers and leaders of the Vietnamese Commu-
nity in Greater Cleveland, Inc., will gather at 
St. Helena Catholic Church to rejoice with 
family and friends, enjoying Vietnamese cul-
ture and performances. 

The Tet celebration will include recognition 
of community volunteers and leaders, and Vi-
etnamese food, dancing and musical enter-
tainment by the Vietnamese youth of Cleve-
land. Tet is the time of year to pay homage to 
ancestors, reconnect with family and friends, 
and celebrate the sense of good will and pos-
sibilities, rising like the first light of dawn. 

This year also marks the 30th anniversary 
of the establishment of the Vietnamese Com-
munity in Greater Cleveland, Inc. For nearly 
three decades, this vital coalition of culture 
has reflected unwavering commitment, service 
and community outreach to citizens of Viet-
namese heritage. The Vietnamese community 
in Greater Cleveland is a vibrant layer within 
the colorful fabric of our culturally diverse 
city—and the Vietnamese Community of 
Greater Cleveland, Inc. plays a significant role 
in preserving and promoting the ancient cul-
tural and historical traditions that spiral back 
throughout the centuries, connecting the old 
world to the new, spanning oceans and bor-
ders—from Vietnam to America. 

Mr. Speaker and Colleagues, please join me 
in honor and recognition of Le Nguyen, Presi-
dent of the Vietnamese Community in Greater 
Cleveland, Inc., and all members and leaders, 
past and present, for their dedication and sup-
port of Americans of Vietnamese heritage 
within our Cleveland community. As they cele-
brate the Vietnamese New Year, the Year of 
the Rooster, may they hold memories of their 
past forever in their hearts, and find happiness 
and peace with the dawning of each new day. 
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